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the northern Great Plains were relatively dry, but all 
others, except locally, had above-normal rainfall. Colo- 
rado, Nevada, Wisconsin, Utah and the New England 
sections had considerable in excess of the usual annual 
amount. 

The annual precipitation departure chart, herewith, is 
constructed from data furnished by nearly 200 first-order 
Weather Bureau stations, and gives some idea of the local 
variations in the yearly rainfall. The greatest positive 
departures prevailed in the upper Mississippi Valley, and 
along the New England and North Atlantic coasts, while 
in the Gulf and Southeastern States, the Dakotas, and the 
extreme Northwest, deficiencies ranging from 1 inch to 
more than 20 inches a t  some stations along the east Gulf 
coast. 

Temperature extremes during the year were well within 
the limits of previous records. The highest maximum re- 
ported was 125’ a t  Cow Creek, Calif., on several days 
during July and August. The lowest temperature reported 
was -51O a t  Long Lake, Wis., on February 1. Tempera- 
tures of freezing or below occurred in every State some- 
time durin the 12 months; and during the summer months 

in several western Mountain States. The lowest tempera- 
ture recorded in Alaska during the year was 64’ below 
zero in February a t  Fort Yukon. 

The greast monthly amount of precipitation reported 
from any station in the United States was 38.05 inches a t  
Inskip, Calif., during February. By way of contrast, one 
station in Hawaii received 98.78 inches during April. 

of June, J 3 y, and August minima of 16’ to 22’ were noted 
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TABLE Z.-Percentage of Normal F’recipitation, 1938 
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